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SUBJECT: APPOINTMENT OF ABRASSIMOV AS SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
TO THE GDR 

REF: USBERLIN 447 

f, DIRECTOR OF EASTERN EUROPEAN AFFAIRS, OMNES, TELLS 
US THAT IN QUAI VIEW, ABRASSIMOV APPOINTMENT REFLECTS 
INCREASINGLY NOTICEABLE SOVIET RESTLESSNESS OVER 
"IMPRECISIONS" IN DEVELOPMENT OF GDR FRG RELATIONS AND 
LACK OF "RIGOR" IN IMPLEMENTATION OF BERLIN QA. OMNES 
SAYS THAT THERE WERE ALREADY SOME INDICATIONS OF THIS 
DISSATISFACTION DURING THE BREZHNEV-GISCARD MEETINGS IN 
RAMB CUILLET AND EARLIER. QUAI ALSO HAS IMPRESSION THAT 
MOSCOW MAY BECOMING MORE CONCERNED OVER GDR'S GROWING 
INTEREST IN EAST- WEST TRADE, WHICH COULD LEAD TO GRADUAL 
RE-ORIENTATION OF THE GDR ECONOMY, MAKING LESS OF ITS 
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NATIONAL PRODUCT AVAILABLE TO MOSCOW TO DISPOSE OF. 
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2. OMNES SAID - FOR STRICT BACKGROUND - THAT QUAI'S 
INTERPRETATION DIFFERS SOMEWHAT FROM ITS EMBASSY IN 
BERLIN, WHICH REPORTS THAT ABRASSIMOV APPOINTMENT WAS 
PRIMARILY AIMED AT TIGHTENING UP PANKOW-MOSCOW RELATIONS. 
HOWEVER, FRENCH ARE GENERALLY AGREED THAT ABRASSIMOV’S 
ARRIVAL IN BERLIN PROBABLY SIGNALS A TOUGHER SOVIET 
STANCE WHICH WILL BEAR CAREFUL WATCHING. 
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